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most watchful flight of all occasions; being well apprized that this virtue
is so infinitely tender that it fades and dies if blown upon by the least
vapour; and that it is a bright and clear mirror, which is tarnished with
the least breath, and even by the sight. He never looked at any woman,
kept his eyes strictly guarded and generally cast down, would never stay
with his mother alone in her chamber; and if she sent any message to him
by some lady in her company, he received it and gave his answer in a few
words, with his eyes shut, and his chamber door only half open; and
when bantered on that score, he ascribed such behaviour to his bashfulness,
It was owing to his virginal modesty that he did not know by their faces
many ladies among his own relations with whom he had frequently con-
versed, and that he was afraid and ashamed to let a footman see so much
as his foot uncovered. But humility, which is the mother of all virtues,
was in our saint the guardian of his purity. He never spoke to his servants
by way of command, but with such modesty that they were ashamed not to
obey. He would only say to them, " Pray despatch this or that; You may
do this "; or, " If it be no trouble, you may do this or that," No novice
could practise a more exact and ready obedience than Aloysius set an example
of towards all his superiors, especially Francis Tuccius, whom his father
had appointed tutor to his sons, and governor of their family at Florence,

The two young princes had stayed there a little more than two years
when their father removed them to Mantua and placed them in the court
of the Duke William Gonzaga, who had made him governor of Mont-
serrat. Aloysius left Florence in November 1579, when he was eleven
years and eight months old. He at that time took a resolution to resign
to his brother Ralph his title to the marquisate at Castiglione, though he
had already received the investiture from the emperor. And the ambitious
or covetous man is not more greedy of honours or riches than this young
prince, from a better principle, appeared desirous to see himself totally
disengaged from the ties of the world, by entirely renouncing its false
pleasures, which begin with uneasiness and terminate in remorse, and are
no better than real pains covered over with a bewitching varnish. He
knew the true delights which virtue brings, which are solid without alloy
and capable of filling the capacity of man's heart; and these he thirsted
after. In the meantime he fell sick of an obstinate retention of urine*
of which distemper he cured himself only by the rigorous rules of abstinence
which he observed. He took the opportunity of this indisposition to rid
himself more than ever of company and business, seldom going abroad,
and spending most of his time in reading Surius's Lives of Saints and other
books of piety and devotion. It being the custom in Italy and other hot
climates to pass the summer months in the country, the marquis sent for
his sons from Mantua to Castiglione in that season. Alojsius pursued
the same exercises and the same manner of life in the town, at court, *od